
A SPECIAL MESSAGE

TO

MEMBERS AND FRIENDS o f th e  1 1 th  7;0RLD SCIENCE FIG PION CONVENTION

I t  i s  w ith  deep r e g r e t  t h a t  th e  1 1 th  VJorld S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  
C onven tion  C om m ittee m ust in fo rm  you o f th e  d e a th  o f  i t s  c h a i r 
man, James A. W ill ia m s , on M arch 22nd, 1953 . d im ’s f i n a l  i l l n e s s  
was v e ry  sudden  and v e ry  b r i e f .  He was a s t r o n g  in f lu e n c e  in  
th e  p r o g r e s s  o f  th o  P h i l a d e lp h ia  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  S o c ie ty  and in  
th e  C o n v en tio n  C om m ittee, and w ith o u t  h i s  p r e s e n c e ,  n e i t h e r  o f  
th e s e  o r g a n iz a t io n s  w i l l  be o u i t e  th e  same.

On March 29 th e r e  was h e ld  a m ee tin g  o f th e  P h i l a d e lp h ia  
members o f th e  C o n v en tio n  C om m ittee, to g e th e r  w ith  s e v e r a l  
New York members. Under th e  o f f i c i a l  C o n v en tio n  r u l e s ,  a vacancy  
in  th e  c h a i r  m ust be f i l l e d  by means o f an e l e c t i o n  h e ld  by th e  
above g ro u p . T h is  e l e c t i o n  was c a r r i e d  o u t a t  th e  March 29 
m e e tin g , w ith  th e  r e s u l t  t h a t  th e  u n d e rs ig n e d  was chosen  to  be 
chairm an  o f  th e  C o n v en tio n  C om m ittee.

At t h i s  tim e  i t  i s  a p p r o p r i a te  to  r e a f f i r m  th e  p o l i c i e s  
o f  th e  C o n v en tio n  C om m ittee . The 1 1 th  .,o r ld  S c ie n c e  F i c t i o n  
C o n v en tio n  i s  g o in g  to  be a c o n v e n tio n  f o r  a l l  r e a d e r s  o f  s c ie n c e  
f i c t i o n ,  and w i l l  be o p e ra te d  in  a d e m o c ra tic  m anner. E'e make 
no d i s t i n c t i o n  betw een p r o f e s s i o n a l s  and f a n s ;  th o se  p e o p le  who 
w r i te  s c ie n c e  f i c t i o n  f o r  money go to th e  c o n v e n tio n s  a s  f a n s ,  
and who among th e  fa n s  does n o t  have a m b it io n s  o f  w r i t in g  
p r o f e s s io n a l l y ?  The p rog ram  w i l l  n a t u r a l l y  f e a t u r e  th o s e  
in d iv id u a l s  who have d i s t in g u i s h e d  th e m se lv e s  in  th e  f i e l d .  In  
a d d i t i o n ,  a l a r g e  p a r t  o f  th e  p rogram  w i l l  be d ev o ted  to  th e  fa n s  
and t h e i r  d o in g s .  T h is  i s  g o in g  to  be a c o n v e n tio n  in  ev e ry  
se n se  o f  th e  w ord.

C e r ta in  c r i t i c i s m  o f th e  C onven tion  C om m ittee has a p p e a re d  
in  th e  fan  p r e s s .  In  a t  l e a s t  two c a se s  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  has 
been  based  upon in a c c u r a te  in f o r m a t io n ,  i f  th e  i n d iv id u a l s  r e 
s p o n s ib le  f o r  t h i s  c r i t i c i s m  had ta k e n  th e  t r o u b le  to  check  
t h e i r  f a c t s ,  th e y  would have d is c o v e re d  t h a t  t h e i r  w o r r ie s  wore 
u n fo u n d ed .

1 a p p e a l to  a l l  o f  you . I f ,  in  th e  f u t u r e ,  th e r e  i s  any 
m a t te r  w hich d i s p l e a s e s  you , o r  w hich you f e e l  n eed s  c l a r i f i 
c a t io n ,  p le a s e  w r i te  to  me and t e l l  me a b o u t i t  f i r s t  b e fo re  
p u b l i c i z i n g  your d i s s a t i s f a c t i o n  in  a m anner w hich w i l l  harm  
a l l  9^ Random. I  w i l l  answ er a l l  q u e s t io n s  to  th e  b e s t  o f my a b i l i t y  
we w i l l  a l l  b e n e f i t  from  t h i s  p ro c e d u re .

m is  i s  y o u r c o n v e n t io n . Give th e  C o n v en tio n  Com m ittee 
th e  b e n e f i t  o f  y o u r i d e a s ,  y o u r i n s p i r a t i o n s ,  yu u r s u g g e s t io n s .  
Any fa n  can g e t  h im s e l f  on th e  p rog ram  by com ing up w ith  some
th in g  t h a t  i s  f r e s h ,  new, ana i n t e r e s t i n g .  W ri ts  to  u s .

t i l l  to n  a . Rothman, 
C o n v en tio n  C hairm an .


